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Abstract 

A critical examination of what has become the greatest challenge confronting 
contemporary Nigeria as a nation is the ongoing challenge of achieving 
national integration. Ever since the infamous amalgamation by the British 
colonial administration of Lord Lugard in 1914, Nigeria and Nigerians have 
continued to pay prices rather than reaping benefits of mutual co-existence. 
From the utterances of the founding fathers of independent Nigeria such as 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, Ahmadu Bello, Obafemi Awolowo and Tafawa Balewa to 
the wartime leaders -General Yakubu Gowon and, the then Colonel Emeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, the tendencies have been  towards separation rather than 
integration. And so the corporate existence of Nigeria has been described as the 
"mistake of 1914" or "a mere geographical expression" when it pleased them to 
do so while at other times, "to keep Nigeria one is a task that must be done". 
This belligerence and differing position of our leaders degenerated to a 
fratricidal conflagration that cost the Nation over three million lives and 
unquantifiable properties between 1967 and 1970. In recent times, conferences 
have been convoked and demands are being made for the re-examination of the 
template for our corporate existence as a nation and total restructuring. 
Predicated on the above premise therefore, this paper has posited that 
citizenship education that will provide the citizenry at all levels with requisite 
knowledge for inculcating the new Nigerian spirit at this point of our national 
trajectory is apt and timely. The paper has also recommended attitudinal 
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change on the part of all Nigerians with regard to our interpersonal, inter 
ethnic, inter-religious relationship, our attitude to work, public properties and 
our common wealth, and indeed to our nation. 
 
 
Perhaps the greatest challenge confronting contemporary Nigeria is the ongoing 

challenge of achieving national integration.  Since the infamous amalgamation 
engineered by the British colonial administrator Lord Luggard in 1914, things have no 
longer been at ease for Nigeria and Nigerians. We have continued to pay prices rather 
than reaping benefits of mutual co-existence with one another. The turning point of the 
pretentious but acrimonious relationship between the imperialistically amalgamated 
multi ethnic nationalities of Nigeria came via a fratricidal war that was estimated to have 
caused Nigeria over three million lives and unquantifiable properties between 1967 and 
1970. Close to fifty years after the costly war, Nigeria has continued to grapple with the 
challenge of forging national integration as exemplified by multiplicity of demands for 
resource control, true federalism and restructuring that could even lead to eventual 
disintegration of Nigeria. 

It is against this background that the authors of this paper have opined that 
citizenship education that will inculcate the new Nigerian spirit in the citizenry be 
mounted not only at all levels of education in the country but made compulsory for all 
citizens. This will invariably lead to the training and nurturing of active, informed, 
patriotic, vibrant and responsible citizens who will be willing and ready to take 
responsibility for themselves and their communities and by extension, contribute to the 
developmental processes of our dear nation. 
 
Conceptual Clarification  
What is Education? 

Education has been defined variously by different scholars. Ocho in Oleforo 
(2013) has defined education as a process through which the young acquires knowledge 
and realises her potentialities and use them for self actualisation and to be useful to 
herself and to others. It is a means of preserving, transmitting and improving the culture 
of the society.   

Lawani, Unuigbokhai and Garuba in Ejiogu, Umoh and Esene (2013) had 
asserted that education simply means the process of bringing up people to know their 
environment and how they can contribute in the development of their society. Education 
they said is the stimulus that triggers man’s innate potential to their proper use.  
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On the other Abdulgaffar, Tinja and Goro in Ejiogu et al (2013) had opined that 
education is a process of acquiring knowledge, skills and desirable values in form of 
character formation to better human relations. 
Akpomedaye in Iloputaife, Maduewusi and Igbo (2010) had defined education as the 
total process of human learning by which knowledge is imparted, facilitated, trained and 
skills developed. 
Wikipedia defines education as “the process of facilitating, learning or the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and habits”.  It is a process of receiving or giving 
systematic instruction, especially in the school.  

The national policy on education (2004) defines education in Nigeria as “an 
instrument per excellence for effecting national development”. Put the other way round, 
education can be seen as the most potent instrument for the development of the citizenry 
and the nation. Education therefore is needed in all ramifications and for all round 
development of all citizens and the nation at large.  
 
What is Citizenship Education? 

Citizenship education has been defined by the United Nation Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO 2018) as educating children from early 
childhood to become clear thinking and enlightened citizens who participate in decisions 
concerning society. 
Crick (1999) has opined that “citizenship education is more than a subject.  In further 
elucidation, Crick has asserted that “if taught well and tailored to local needs, its skills 
and values will enhance democratic life for all of us, both rights and responsibilities 
beginning in school and radiating out”.  This is tantamount to seeing citizenship 
education as the cornerstone subject in the nation’s educational system. 

Citizenship education according to McGuire (2018) is “education that provides 
that background knowledge necessary to create an ongoing stream of new citizens 
participating and engaging with the creation of a civilised society”. 

Specifically therefore, citizenship education in Nigeria has been defined by 
Obiade in Shamija and Garba (2005)  as the “type of education which teaches what it 
entails to be a citizen of a community, his responsibility in the society and his limitation 
and the fundamental rights he is supposed to enjoy as enshrined in the constitution”.  

Seen from the above, citizenship education is therefore valid education for all 
and sundry in the society and not only the few that attend formal educational 
institutions. Citizenship education is indeed the bedrock for enlightened citizenry, 
political participation and overall development of the larger society. 
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Types of Citizenship Education: 
McGuire (2018) has posited there are several types of citizenship education, all 

aiming to provide basic foundation on civic knowledge to equip the learner for active 
participation in the society. Among these, she has identified single issue politics which 
according to her tends to emphasise personal responsibilities and individual 
empowerment such as vocational training and self reliance. Another type of citizenship 
education she has identified is a type that deals with democracy and students/learners’ 
right. Studies in this area focus essentially on inculcation of right democratic behaviour 
and right and obligation of the citizens. 
 
In Nigeria however, types or varieties of citizenship education includes the one that 
focuses on democratic participation and voter education, vocational training and skills 
acquisition, empowerment and self reliance, patriotism, peaceful co-existence, unity, 
rule of law and national integration. 
 
Theoretical Base: 

This study is anchored on structural functionalist theory which according to 
Dumitriu & Dumitriu (2014) sees society as a complex system whose parts work 
together to promote solidarity and stability in society. The functionalist theory holds that 
social lives are guided by social structures which are relatively stable patterns of social 
behaviour. Structural functionalism theory is relevant to the Nigerian situation because 
Nigeria comprises complex socio-political and economic structures that essentially need 
to work together cooperatively and co-exist peacefully in order to attain the elusive 
national integration as an ideal. 
 
What is National Integration? 

Imhonopi and Onifade (2013) have cited Duvejar in Ojo (2009) as defining 
national integration as a process of unifying a society which tends to make it a 
harmonious city, based upon an order its members regard as equitably harmonious.  

Morrison et al has also been cited by Imhonopi and Onifade as defining national 
integration as a process by which members of a social system (citizens for our own 
purpose) develop linkages and locations so that the boundaries of the system persist over 
time and the boundaries of sub system become less consequential in affecting behaviour. 
In this process, members of a social system develop an escalating sequence of contact, 
cooperation, consensus and community. 
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National integration according to Weiner in Shamija and Garba (2005:42) “is a 
process of bringing together culturally and socially discrete groups into a single 
territorial unit and establishment of a national identity”. 

National integration essentially concerns all processes and means by which 
different ethnic nationalities can be harnessed and united into a single stronger state or 
nation. National integration presupposes the hitherto existence of a pluralistic society.  
 
Factors Militating Against National Integration in Nigeria  

Unaji and Ojukwu (2014) have contended that the “overriding interest of the 
colonial masters in welding the various ethnic nationalities in the southern and northern 
protectorates into a nation called Nigeria was no doubt to facilitate their effective 
exploitation of the abundant mineral and human resources.  

To do this effectively, the British Colonial actors clandestinely engineered and 
supported unhealthy rivalries between the emerging Nigerian political leaders and elites. 
Examples of these include the unfortunate rivalry between Nnamdi Azikiwe and Ernest 
Ikoli, (Nnoli 1980:142), between Awolowo and Zik, (Achebe 1983:5) and many other 
instances.  
The rivalry got to a head when Sir Ahmadu Bello referred to Nigeria as the “mistake of 
1914” while Awolowo on the other hand referred to Nigeria as mere geographical 
expression (Bello, 1962) and (Achebe 1983:5) respectively. 
It is on this premise that Odumegwu-Ojukwu (2011) strongly argued that “the true 
problem with Nigeria is that she is fully embroiled in an identity crisis”  
Imhonopi and Onifade (2013) have identified the followings among others as factors 
militating against national integration. They include; 
1) Covert selfishness of Nigeria political leaders that manifest in their innate 
hunger for power and primitive accumulation of wealth. 
2) Exploitation of ethnicity for personal advantages 
3) Corruption 
4) the fear of losing control of power by the political class  
5) weak and dysfunctional institutions  
6) Skewed system of federalism, etc. 
Odumegwu Ojukwu (1989) has argued that the fear of truth and the rejection of 
meaningful dialogue to create a better understanding and resolve issues that have 
become obstacles to our national progress has stood in the way of achieving national 
integration over the years. He argued that there has always been a very strong rejection 
of a pan-Nigerian view on any issue. Nigeria in his judgment has remained essentially 
an amorphous mass of individuals busy pretending to be a people. To him therefore, the 
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source of our problem is rooted in our fear of unity which put the other way round is 
“our lack of will to transform our primordial instincts and create a modern polity”. 

It is indeed a paradox that the challenge of national integration has been with 
Nigeria right from the very time of the amalgamation. For, while it apparently sought to 
unite the hitherto existing different ethnic nationalities, clandestinely however,  the 
British colonial administration was bent on keeping the people permanently divided, 
weak and suspicious of one another. Buttressing this assertion, Nnoli (1980:112) has 
cited the then colonial Governor of Nigeria in 1920 Sir Hugh Clifford as declaring that 
his administration would seek to “secure to each separate people the right to maintain its 
identity, it individuality and its nationality, its chosen form of government and the 
peculiar political and social institutions which have been evolved for it by the wisdom 
and the accumulated experiences of generations of its forebears”. Ostensibly, the act of 
amalgamation was to foster unity among the different ethnic nationalities but the ulterior 
motive of course was to create a compact socio-political unit that will make cheap and 
effective plundering easier. It is therefore to the eternal glory of western colonial 
administration that, though living together, the various ethnic nationalities were not in 
any way united.      
 
The Role of Citizenship Education in National Integration  
Della McGuire (2018) has captured the all important role of citizenship education when 
she asserted that it “provides the background knowledge necessary to create an ongoing 
stream of new citizens participating and engaging with the creation of a civilised 
society”. 
In specific terms therefore, the all inclusive, pervasive and lifelong citizenship education 
being advocated by these paper should perform the following roles in fostering national 
integration in Nigeria. 
a) Redefinition of the citizen:  Redefining who the citizen is becomes germane in 
contemporary Nigeria situation as most citizens only know about their rights and 
privileges but apparently know nothing about their duties and obligation. A worthy 
citizen is the one that knows his rights as well as his duties and obligation. 
 
b) National unity and stability: The need for national unity and stability of the 
nation today is stronger than any time in our recent history. To avoid the kind of multi 
dimensional ethnic crisis as chronicled by Alubo (2006:94), all citizens must therefore 
be under obligation to conduct themselves and relate with one another in ways that will 
encourage national integration. 
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c) Cultivation of enduring democratic culture: Political thuggery, election 
rigging, vote buying and selling, snatching of ballot boxes, etc. are all anti democratic 
behaviours that have taken deep root in the Nigerian political environment. It is 
therefore apt that citizenship education of the new guise be vigorously mounted not only 
in schools but across the length and breadth of the society with the view to inculcating a 
new and enduring democratic culture, thereby helping the course of national integration.  
 
d) Loyalty to the nation: Effective citizenship education which will inculcate the 
need to owe our allegiance first, to Nigeria as against the present trend of allegiance to 
ethnic nationality is called for. Nigeria is bigger than anyone ethnic groups and 
therefore, it deserve our utmost allegiance and this is a sure instrument for national 
integration.  
 
e) Thinking beyond ethnic boarders: In the opinion of Yusuf (2005) “the 
teaching of citizenship education enables learners to think beyond their individual and 
ethnic interests thereby making them to tolerate and respect the views of others. The 
present situation whereby one is regarded as a stranger simply because of ethno-
religious and cultural differences does not help the cause of national integration in 
Nigeria. 
 
f) Education For change: The national policy on education 4th edition (2004) 
holds that education can be used to effect changes in the attitude and behaviour of 
learners. The inclusive and pervasive citizenship education being advocated for here 
should be able to help the citizenry accept changes that would usher us into a new era of 
accelerated national integration.  
 
Other roles of citizenship education include education for political participation, 
patriotism and above all, the new Nigerian spirit.  
 
Conclusion 
This paper has looked at citizenship education not only as a desirable academic 
discipline but as the most potent instrument that can be deployed to achieve the most 
desired but elusive national integration in Nigeria. The paper has also identified the roles 
of citizenship education and, made suitable recommendations such as attitudinal change, 
political will of our leaders and certain constitutional amendment so as to achieve 
national integration in Nigeria.  
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Recommendations  
The following recommendations are made as vital instruments for enhancing national 
integration in Nigeria: 
 
Altitudinal Change: Uhio (2015) has asserted that the “problems of Nigeria emanate 
and rest on the negative attitude and behaviour of Nigerians. If we can change our 
attitudes towards one another, towards our government, towards our common wealth, 
and towards public properties and institutions, national integration can be achieved. 
 
Amendment to the Nigerian constitution: For us to foster and achieve genuine 
national integration, anachronistic laws such as the “federal character” principles and 
“quota system” should be expunged from our constitution via constitutional 
amendments.  
 
Indigenisation and residency: The present situation where citizens of Nigeria who had 
lived in a particular state or territory for years are still treated as non indigenes, indeed 
as strangers and therefore do not qualify for certain benefits is counterproductive and 
therefore should be corrected via constitutional amendment. This is to avoid what Kyari 
(2005) has aptly identified as politics of “disunity and disintegration”. 
 
Spirit of new Nigeria: The spirit of new Nigeria as advocated in this paper has to do 
with the change of our mentality as Nigerian citizens. We must all be ready to make 
Nigeria work. 
 
Political will of the leadership: The political leadership in Nigeria must be determined 
to make things work not just by mere pronouncement but by their actions.  
 
Other factors that could be recommended include capacity building and strengthening of 
institutional frame work relevant to achieving national integration, collective efforts to 
fight corruption and our attitude towards people with sudden wealth.  
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